
A District Authority A 

 The governance of the district shall be vested in the board. 

Home Rule 

 The board shall have authority to conduct district business without specific statutory 

delegation.  The board may transact all school district business and adopt policies the board 

deems appropriate to perform its constitutional duty to maintain, develop and operate local 

public schools. 

 

Approved :   USD 303  Board  o f  Educa t ion  September  8 ,  200 3 

 

  



AA School District Legal Status AA 

 The official name of this school district is Unified School District No. 303, Ness County, 

State of Kansas. 

 The common name of this school district is Ness City U.S.D. No. 303. 

 

Approved :   USD 303  Board  o f  Educa t ion  September  3 ,  1991  

  



AB School  Board  Legal  S ta tus  AB 

 The  l ega l  bas i s  fo r  educa t ion  in  t he  d i s t r i c t  i s  ves t ed  in  t he  board  as  

e l ec t ed  b y the  wi l l  o f  the  peop le  as  expres sed  in  t he  cons t i t u t ion  o f  t he 

S t a t e  o f  Kansas ,  t he  s t a tu t es  pe r t a in ing  to  t he  school s ,  cour t  in t e rpre t a t ion  

o f  the  val id i t y o f  t hese  l aws  and  the  powers  impl i ed  under  t hem.  

 

Approved :   USD 303  Boar d  o f  Educa t ion  September  3 ,  1991  

  



ABA Author i ty  ABA 

 The  Board  o f  Educa t ion  (he rea f t e r  r e fe r red  to  as  t he  Board )  i s  a  l ega l  

bod y c rea t ed  b y the  s t a tues  o f  t he  S ta t e  Ka nsas .   I t s  members  a re  s t a t e  

o f f i c i a l s  r ece iv ing  the i r  r espons ib i l i t i es  and  powers  t h rough  s t a t e  l aw.  

 Board  members  have  no  author i t y over  s chool  a f fa i r s  as  ind iv idua ls .   

They have  comple te  au thor i ty,  wi th in  s t a t e  l aw,  over  s chool  a f fa i r s  when 

they se rve  as  a  l ega l  bod y.  

 The  Board  i s ,  i n  p rac t i ce ,  p r imar i ly a  po l i cymak ing  bod y.   Al though 

l ega l l y au thor i zed  to  admin is t e r  pol i cy,  t he  Board  de l ega t es  t h i s  func t ion  

to  t he  Super in t enden t  o f  Schoo ls .  

 De lega t ing  the  admini s t ra t i ve  funct ion  makes  the  Board  respons ib l e  

fo r  evaluat ion  the  e f fec t iveness  o f  the  ex ecu t ion  o f  Board  pol i c i es .   

Eva luat ion  by the  Board  requ i res  a  con t inuous  apprai sa l  o f  t he  resu l t s  o f  

i t s  educa t ional  pol i c i es  as  we l l  a s  t he  e f fec t iveness  o f  t he  genera l  

admin is t ra t ion .  

 

Approved :   USD 303  Board  o f  Educa t ion  September  3 ,  1991  

 

  



ABCD   Method of Election ABCD 

 

 Unified School District No. 303 uses the at large plan of election of its board members. 

 

Approved :   USD 303  Board  o f  Educa t ion  September  3 ,  1991  

  



ABE Dis tr i c t  Goal s  and Object ives   (See  BK)  ABE 

 The  board  shal l  annua l l y es t ab l i sh  and  rev iew long - range  goa l s  and  

ob ject ives  t o  gu ide  d i s t r i c t  opera t ions .   A l l  d i s t r i c t  pe r sonne l  sha l l  d i rec t  

t he i r  e f fo r t s  t oward  ach iev ing  d is t r i c t  goa ls  and  ob ject ives .   The  

super in t endent  sha l l  g ive  the  board  per iodic  repor t s  on  p rogres s  made  

towards  achieving  d i s t r i c t  goa ls .  

 The  board  sha l l  pa r t i c ipa t e  i n  long - range  p l anning  th rough  an  annual  

mee t ing  wi th  the  super in t enden t  and  des igna ted  s t a f f  t o  r ev i ew p rogres s  on  

the  implementa t ion  o f  board  p r io r i t i es ,  i n i t i a t i ves ,  and  long - range  p l ans .   

The  board  a l so  shal l  cons ider  and  act  upon ob ject ives  and  majo r  ac t iv i t i e s  

p roposed  b y the  super in t enden t  t o  achieve  d i s t r i c t  goa ls .  

 The  super in t enden t  sha l l  develop  necessa r y p rocedures  to  implemen t  

t h i s  po l i cy.  

 

Approved :   USD 303  Board  o f  Educa t ion  Sep tember  8 ,  2008  

  



AC School  Di s tr i c t  Organizat ion  Plan  AC 

 The  schoo l  d i s t r i c t  i s  o rganized  as  Un i f i ed  School  Di s t r i c t  Number 

303 ,  nes s  Count y,  S t a t e  o f  Kansas .   I t  i s  governed  b y the  l aws  re l a t i ng  to  a 

un i f i ed  schoo l  d i s t r i c t .  

 The  d i s t r i c t  wi l l  be  o rgan iz ed  on  a  K -8-4  bas i s .  

 

 

Approved :   USD 303  Board  o f  Educa t ion  September  3 ,  1991  

 

  



ADA School  Census  ADA 

 A sc ho o l  ce nsu s  ma y  be  c on du c t e d .  

 

Ap pr o ve d :   US D 30 3  Boar d  o f  E du ca t i on  S e p te mb er  3 ,  19 91  

 

A D A - R  S c ho o l  Ce ns us  A D A - R 

 S o me t i me  du r in g  J an ua r y  e ac h  yea r ,  t h e  boa rd  ma y  d i r e c t  t he  

s up e r i n t e nde n t  t o  c on d uc t  a  ce nsu s  o f  t he  po t en t i a l  s t u den t s  a nd  pa t ro ns  l i v in g  

i n  t he  d i s t r i c t  un de r  t h e  a ge  o f  f i ve  yea r s  a nd  t he  nu mb er  o f  p o t e n t i a l  s t ud en t s  

a nd  pa t r on s  r e s id i n g  i n  t he  d i s t r i c t  b e twe en  t he  a ges  o f  f i ve  a n d  1 7 ,  an d  t he  

n u mb er  be t ween  the  a ges  o f  1 7  a nd  21 .   S uc h  c en sus  sh a l l  a l s o  o b t a in  

i n fo r ma t i on  r e l a t ed  t o  t he  p l a nn i n g  o f  t r ans po r t a t i on  se r v i ce s  a nd  su ch  o t her  

i n fo r ma t i on  a s  t he  sup e r i n t e nd en t  d ee ms  to  be  o f  a s s i s t an ce  t o  t he  d i s t r i c t .  

 

Ap pr o ve d :   US D Bo ar d  o f  E du ca t i on  S ep te mb er  3 ,  1 99 1  

 

  



AE School  Year  AE 

 The  board  sha l l  p rov ide  a  s chool  year  cons i s t i ng  o f  not  l es s  t han:  

 (1 )   The  min imum number  o f  s t a tu to r i l y requ i red  schoo l  days  fo r  s tudent s  

K-12 ,  cons i s t ing  o f  no t  l es s  t han  2  1 /2  hours  fo r  k inderga r t en  s tuden ts  and  

6  hours  fo r  s tudents  in  grades  1 -12;  o r  

 (2 )   The  min imum number  o f  s t a tu to r i l y requ i red  school  hours  fo r  s tudent s  

i n  grades  K -12.  

 V i r tua l  School s  

 I f  t he  board  sponsors  a  v i r tual  s choo l ,  i t  sha l l  compl y wi th  a l l  

cu r ren t  r egu la t ions  o f  t he  Kansas  S t a t e  Depar tment  o f  Educa t ion  and  the  

school  d i s t r i c t .  

 

 

Approved :   USD 303  Board  o f  Educa t ion  September  8 ,  2008  

 



AEA School Calendar AEA 

 The board shall establish a calendar for each school year.  On or before March 1st of each 

year, the superintendent shall present a recommended school calendar for the next school year.  

District customs, community interest, legal holidays, staff recommendations and other relevant 

matters shall be considered.  A copy of the current calendar shall be on file in the clerk’s office. 

 

Approved:  USD 303 Board of Education May 12, 2003 



AEB School Year and Learning Opportunities AEB 

(See AE, JBD, JBE, JCDA, AND JDD) 

Prolonged or Shortened School Year 

 The board may prolong or shorten the regular academic year.  The superintendent shall 

be responsible for preparing a plan and presenting it to the board, as necessary.  The board may 

prolong or shorten the regularly scheduled academic year because of the following types of 

circumstances which are stated by way of illustration and not by way of limitation: adverse 

weather conditions, building maintenance problems, personnel problems, public health reasons, 

or budgetary problems. 

 Should the school year be shortened by board action, the board must take steps to ensure 

the school term provided includes at least the minimum number of days or hours required by 

Kansas law. 

Additional Learning Opportunities for Students 

 The board may require additional learning opportunities for students not meeting 

minimum academic or behavioral standards as defined by the board or as outlined in board 

policy and/or handbook language.  Students may be assigned to additional academic sessions 

taking place:: 

• before- or after-school; 

• Saturday and/or 

• during the summer. 

 Truancy laws, suspension and expulsion policies and law, and all appropriate portions of 

the student behavior code shall apply during additional academic sessions.  

 

Approved:  USD 303 Board of Education July 25, 2016  

  



AF School Day AF 

 Except as otherwise provided in the negotiated agreement for staff members covered 

thereby, the board shall establish the time of beginning and of ending the school day and other 

time schedules. 

 

Approved:  USD 303 Board of Education July 9, 2018  

  



AFC Emergency School Closings (JGFA, JGFC) AFC 

 The board shall prescribe the Emergency situations for which the schools may be closed. 

 

Approved:  USD 303 Board of Education September 3, 1991 

 

 

AFC-R    Emergency School Closings (JGFA, JGFC) AFC-R 

 The board delegates to the superintendent the authority to close any school whenever any 

condition exists which, in the opinion of the superintendent, warrants the closing of one or more 

or all schools.  In the event of unavailability, the board delegates such authority to the first 

available administrator in the following chain of command:   assistant superintendent and 

building principal.  Closing of school by such an administrator shall be effective until he reopens 

the school or until the superintendent or the board reviews and takes action on the situation.  In 

any case of extreme emergency, the principal of any school may close such school.  All school 

closings shall be immediately reported to the superintendent and the president of the board. 

 Emergency closing situations are:  adverse weather conditions, building maintenance 

problems, public health reasons, personnel problems, budgetary problems, etc. 

 When schools are closed or dismissed early for emergency or other reasons, all school-

sponsored activities and programs will be cancelled or postponed.  This includes social events, 

club meetings, education meetings, athletic events at home or away and practices. 

 

Approved:  USD 303 Board of Education September 3, 1991 

 

  



AG Schools Closings AG 

 (See AD) 

 Upon request of the board, the Superintendent shall present to the board plans for 

efficient use of all school attendance centers. 

 Building Closure Process 

 The board, by adoption of a resolution, may close any school building at any time it 

determines the closure would improve the school system of the district.  The board may close 

more than one school building in on resolution.  Such a resolution shall require a majority vote of 

the members of the board and shall require no other approval. 

 Prior to adopting a resolution closing any school building, the board shall call and hold a 

hearing on the proposal.  The notice of such hearing shall include the reasons for the proposed 

closing, the name of any affected school building, and the name of any school building to which 

the involved students shall be reassigned.  Such notice also shall include the time, date, and place 

of the public hearing to be held on the proposal.  Such notice shall be published at least once 

each week for two consecutive weeks in a newspaper of general circulation in the school district.  

The last publication shall be at least 10 but not more than 20 days prior to the date of the public 

hearing. 

 At any such hearing, the board shall hear testimony as to the advisability of the proposed 

closing, and a representative of the board shall present the board’s proposal for such closing.  

Following the public hearing, or any continuation of such hearing, and after considering all the 

testimony and evidence presented or submitted at the public hearing, the board shall determine 

whether the school building should be closed to improve the school system of the unified school 

district. 

 State Board Administrative Review 

 If a valid request is made not later than 45 days after the adoption of a resolution to close 

a school building or buildings, the state board of education shall conduct an administrative 

review of the resolution and issue an advisory determination, not later than 45 days after receipt 

of the request, to the school district that states whether the school district’s resolution is 

reasonable under the totality of the circumstances. 

 Upon receipt of an advisory determination, including any advisory determination that the 

resolution is reasonable, the board of education of such school district shall reconsider such 

resolution.  In reconsidering such resolution, the board of education shall hold a public hearing  



AG Schools Closings AG 

 

as provided in current law and any approve, modify and approve, or rescind such resolution upon 

the conclusion of such hearing. 

 No resolution adopted in regard to a school closing shall be effective until, at minimum, 

the 45-day time period as elapsed without a request for administrative review. 

 

 

Approved:  USD 303 Board of Education July 10, 2023 


